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Greetings, salutations, and a great big     
whopping welcome one and all to this brand 
new issue of Soskanôs periodical, the Bugle 
Call! 

My mother always told me that first          
impressions are the most important, so I   
suppose a bit of information about me would 
be useful to you all. For those of you Iôve 
never met (call me a recluse) my name is 
Chris, Iôve been with Soskan for six years, and 
at current Iôm flitting between the Federal 
Battalion Staff and the 4th US Infantry.  

I know that I have a long line of excellent 
Editorôs whose footsteps I am following in, 
and I have tried to do them all proud.  Please 
remember everyone, if you donôt like what 
you see in this magazine, there is something 
you can do about it... GET SCRIBBLING!!! 
The Bugle Call relies on your submissions to 
go ahead; so the more issues of the Bugle that 

you would like to see, the more material I 
need from you all. 
Anyway enough of the usual Editorôs banter, 
you know enough about me now and if you 
want to chat to me more youôll find me   
somewhere around the Unionôs HQ Tent. 

Perhaps I should talk more about whatôs in 
this issue.  
The flavour of this Bugle Call is based around 
last yearôs big extravaganza at the 145th    

anniversary of Gettysburg. Sadly I was not 
there myself, but from all that Iôve been sent 
about the event it seemed to have been a hoot.  
Hopefully those in my position will find the 
material within as interesting as I did, and 
those lucky enough to see the event first-hand 
will go into a comatose state while swirly 
effects transport them back nine months.  

This Gettysburg special is loaded with battle 
reports, original first-hand accounts from the 
vicinity of the original battle, and even a  
colour gallery of some of Roy Dainesô    
splendid photos of the event. All that and 
updates on the Committeeôs activities and all 
the details you need for this season. 
But without further ado I will let you kick 

your feet up, sip your tea (and a digestive?), 
and enjoy this issue of the Bugle Call. 
 

Chris Lean 
Co-opted Editor 
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Chairmanõs Notes  

Never fear, for shortly it will be Easter, and 
the start of a new and exciting season for us 
all. To whet your appetites after its long     
absence the Bugle Call is here! As always the 

input must come from you dear reader to 
make it viable, so please get writing and don't 
leave it to someone else. 
The EC had a long but productive meeting at 
the end of January. We are in a good financial 
position thanks to the membership, past    
committees, and Karen. The fraud insurance 
claim is moving  along thanks to Roy Daines 

who has handled  close to five thousand pieces 
of incriminating evidence! The events this 
season are shaping up well thanks to Martin. 
We have some new venues along with old 
favorites so please get out and support your 
society, no excuses about not attending. I am 
looking forward to Fort Nelson again, having 
thoroughly enjoyed the Petersburg Trench last 

year, I cannot wait to get in there again. If you 
haven't already you should watch the Youtube 
video. Let's all do it again and make it even 
better! 
Clint Wordley has kindly 
agreed to be our safety officer 
after you kindly voted him in 
at the AGM. He will be ably 

assisted by Geoff Lambeth in 
this very important job.   
Various safety issues have 
already been discussed at 
various meetings so please 
remember to play safe. Be 
aware of those around you, 
and if it isnôt safe say     
something! Don't leave it till 

after the accident. Grant   
Valentine has been charged 
with the task of investigating 
the possibilities of reworking 
our website, I truly believe 
that a good website will sell 

the society and ours is looking a bit dated. 
Grant has come up with some interesting  
possibilities to get it sorted.  
A very constructive meeting was held on the 

14th February between your committee and the 
ACWS board. Both the publicity officers and 
the projects officers of both societies are   
already in discussions on various aspects, and 
I am sure Martin and Simon will have plenty 
to say on this shortly. The ACWS has been 
invited to WCP, PWS and Bath this year, and 
we have been invited to several of there 

shows, including Stanford Hall and Hingham 
in Norfolk.    
I would like to mention (without stealing too 
much of Martins thunder) the invite to    
Rockingham. This promises to be the new 
Kirby, minus the modern societies with    
various reenactors fighting over a half mile 
square battlefield.  The American Civil War 

element promises (but donôt quote me) to have 
both Union and Confederate Cavalry with 
fourteen pieces of artillery, and lots of pyros 

(Nathan did you hear that), 
and also the Napoleonic   
society acting as Confederates 
in the background. 
We will also get the chance to 

act as French in the          
background of the Napoleonic 
battle. So get the painters 
whites and flower pots out 
again!   
This season promises so much 
that I am now overwhelmed, 
and lost for words. I think I 
had better go and lie down in 

my nice soft room! 
Happiness weôre in it together! 
 

Russell Francis 
Chairman  

The harsh winter has taken itôs 

toll on poor Russell! 
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Event Dates  
All Dates are correct at the time of publishing and are 

confirmed unless otherwise stated. 

Well here we are again fast approaching the 
first event of the year. Easter this year we 
have a brand new venue with Wellington 
Country Park. We have been at Belhus 

Woods for eight years now and I, along 
with many others, felt it was time for a 
change. This doesnôt mean that Belhus 
Woods is a thing of the past, and Iôm sure 
we will be welcome there in the future 
when the time is right to return. 
It has been a long hard struggle this year to 
fill the schedule. We now have a good full 

season with some old favourites and some 
excellent new events (and some new events 
still in the pipeline!). This has been hard to 
put together, with events being cancelled, 
dates changed and a distinct lack of money, 
clients have been very reluctant to commit. 
I look forward to seeing you all at as many 
events as possible. What we give this year 

could set us in good stead for next year. The 
public out there are going to be looking for 
slicker, more professional shows. Lets give 
them just that! 

 

Wellington Country Park             
10th-13th April (Easter) 

The first event of the season is at a new 
venue and will hopefully offer us some 

possibilities. 

 

 

Rockingham Castle                          
2nd-4th May (Bank Hol)                  

ACWS invite. This event will offer us the 
opportunity to engage in some huge battles! 

 

Fort Nelson                                       
23rd-25th May (Bank Hol) 

This ground-breaking event is back this 
year with the amazing Petersburg Trench! 

 

 

Puxton Park                                                  
20th-21st June 

Another new event for us all! 
 

 

Colchester Army Day  

18th-19th July 

A large Eventplan multi-period, definitely 
not one to miss. 

 

 

Detling Military Odyssey                
29th-31st August (Bank Hol)                                 
Weôre back at the Military Odyssey in 

August, with thousands of traders there, 
bring your credit card! 

 

  

The Paris Western Show  
19th-20th September                                 

We have once again been invited back to 
Paris, see page 23 for more details. 

 

 

Bath                                                   
10th-11th October 

Lets end the season on a bang! 

= Battle points for that event. 
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  Wellington Country Park  
We will have use of the ñWaterloo Meadowò with family 

camping and vehicle parking right next door in the ñAntler 

Penò. 

Enter by the main gate and follow the track round. Go past 

the car park and follow the track towards the Waterloo 

Meadow. The modern camp is on your left just before the 

Waterloo Meadow. 

Camping from Friday night until Monday night. Arrival 

between 9.30am and 5.30pm. If itôs impossible to arrive 

within these times a key will be held. Please call Russell on 

07949738688 or myself on 07748 981955. 

There are standpipes around the edge of the field. Bring 

plenty of firewood as none is provided. Trees are NOT to be 

damaged! Fire pits are encouraged, make sure turf is re-laid 

and watered as usual. 

All rubbish to be put in the skip provided. There are deer in 

the field and come out at night. Make sure everything is put away or they will eat it! 

DIRECTIONSï Take the  A33 and follow until you reach the roundabout marked for 

Riseley, then follow the B3349. WCP is straight ahead on the next roundabout. 
 

Rockingham Castle  
ACWS INVITE This event is now in its third year and is 

getting better. The water point is a long way from the 

camping area. 

Camping from Friday p.m. until Tuesday p.m. 

As well as our own battles we may well be asked to join in 

with the Napoleonic Assoc. as French Troops. If you 

would like to join in please bring spare kit, i.e. Grey, white, 

or brown trousers, a greatcoat and suitable headwear.  

Powder will be supplied but we will need to bring plenty of 

empty tubes. NO powder whatsoever is to be taken to this 

event by anyone! Powder monkeys should bring an empty    

powder box to be supplied at the event. An area will be set 

aside for tube filling. 

There is NO guest fee for this event! 

DIRECTIONS -  Poised on the side of the Welland Valley, 

the Castle is off the A6003, 1 mile north of Corby; 24 

miles from Peterborough,  

Northampton and Leicester; half an hour from the A1 and the M1 and 10 minutes  

from the A14 at Kettering. 
 

Fort Nelson  
A return visit to a favourite venue. This year SoSkAn will be the only group at the Fort so camping 

should not be as tight as it has in previous years. The ñTrenchò will be operational again with plenty 

of opportunity to work on some fantastic scenarios. 

Wood and water will be provided as in previous years. Camping from Friday afternoon until Monday 

night. Raised fires unless otherwise agreed.   Fort Nelson Directions on page 23. 
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ADDRESS 

Odiham Road 

Riseley 

RG7 1SP 

ADDRESS 

Rockingham 

Market Harborough 

LE16  8TH 

ADDRESS 

Portsdown Hill Rd 

Fareham 

PO17 6AN 
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AGM Report  
An unofficial  report of the 2008 AGM 

The AGM went well in November, and a new 
Executive Committee was elected, although 
two posts, those of Editor and Membership 
Secretary, had no candidate standing.       

However, subsequently two people, Chris 
Lean and Kim Underwood have come      
forward, and have been co-opted to these 
posts, and Malcolm Weavers has agreed to 
support Kim with the Membership where 
possible. Contact details for all EC members 
are in this Bugle Call, and on the website.  
There will no doubt be some changes in the 

way information is collated and passed out to 
members, but this information will be      
available to members out via the normal   
command structure; in newsletters, at shows, 
on the website and of course, in the Bugle 
Call. 
The claim for the fraud insurance is still       
on-going, and is currently with the insurers, 

whose lawyers are assessing the claim now 
that the court case has ended. These things 
seem to take extremely long periods of time, 
but we would hope to see some response this 
year. Thanks go to Roy Daines, who has   
persisted with this since the start. 
There will be a joint meeting with the ACWS 
in February, to discuss joint co-operation at 

Rockingham in May, and any other areas 
where we may consider working together.  
More details will follow after the meeting (see 
Russellôs report). 
There will be an Officers and NCOs meeting 
on the 8th March, where practical issues   
regarding the show can be discussed and 
planned before the start of the season.  More 
details to follow when the date has been   

arranged. In the meantime, if anyone has any 
subjects they want brought up at that meeting, 
please let me know, and I will get them on the 
agenda. 
The Results of the vote for the executive  
committee vote were- 

Lesley Borzoni 
Secretary 

 
 

Russell Francis Chairman 
russellfrancis@hotmail.co.uk 
Kim Underwood Co-opted Membership Sec. 
kimpunderwood@hotmail.com 
Simon Morse Publicity 
01376 563 616 

simon.morse@tesco.net 
Lesley Borzoni Secretary 
0208 986 4704 
assesors@inspiron.co.uk 
Karen Smith Treasurer 
jim9ny@aol.com 
Martin Smith  Projects 
0239 238 8047 

rebelshot55@btinternet.com  
Clinton Wordley  EC Member 
01245 491 447 
tennessee.rebels@blueyonder.co.uk 
Grant Valentine EC Member 
01705 431 992 
valenstitch@hotmail.com 
Chris Lean Co-opted Editor 

bigchrislean@hotmail.com 

 

Russell Francis Chairman 

Leslie Borzoni Secretary 

Martin Smith Projects 

Simon Morse Publicity 
Karen Smith Treasurer 

 

The vote for the two EC Members      

positions was split between three        

candidates, those elected were-. 

 

Grant Valentine 

Clinton Wordly  

For/Abstain 

137  /  3 

138  /  2 

138  /  2 

125  /  15 
133  /  7 

For  
85 

104 



Vive Le France!  
How to make a Napoleonic shako 

At Rockingham this year we will have the opportunity to take the 
field as the battalion 'Francais' eg. volunteers from Soskan will be 
forming a Napoleonic French infantry 'battalion' to add bulk to the 
French forces taking part in Napoleonic battle. Those of you who 

were at the Battle Abbey event back in 2002 will remember the fun 
we had 'Frenching it up'. So I thought I would write a 'how to' guide 
for making your own shako. You will also need a greatcoat of some 
sort for this impression, and a pair of brown or grey trousers. 
  
You will need: 
A 10" (26cm), diameter, plastic flower pot. 
At least 39"x30" of light weight canvas. 

11"x4" (28x10cms) piece of mounting board or thick cardboard. 
Matt black waterproof paint. 
Bostik type glue. 
Fabric or felt to line the inside brow of shako. 
Green wool for pompom. 
soft wire for pompom. 
Black shoe polish. 
  

1. Cut the base off your flower pot leaving 7" (18cms) of pot from 
top rim to cut bottom. For those with larger heads you may want 
to cut a small 'V' shape into bottom edge at the back. It is worth 
trying it on at this stage. 

 
 
 

 

 
2. Place top rim of flower pot on canvas and draw around it, also 
adding a 2" (5cm) extra border (this will be folded over and stick 
to the sides of the pot). 
 

 
 
 
 

3. Now take the flower pot and lay it on its side on the  
canvas and roll it over the canvas marking where the top 
and bottom edges touch the material as it rolls over the  
canvas. Make sure you measure extra for an overlap. 
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4. Cut out the top section of the canvas and cut 'wolves' teeth' into the 
extra border. Apply glue to the top rim of the pot and stick top section 
canvas to it. Then apply glue to the wolves' teeth and stick them to the 
outside of the pot. 

 
 
 
 
 

5. Cut out side section of canvas and cut wolves' teeth into extra 
border. Apply glue to side of pot at top and bottom and stick it on. 
Apply glue to the wolves teeth and fold inside the bottom and stick. 

 
 
6. Cut out cardboard peak, allowing extra to stick it to inside of pot. When placing the peak make 
sure the seam on the side is at the back. 
 
7. Paint canvas and cardboard peak with matt black paint. 
 
8. Apply black shoe polish to all painted surfaces and light buff! 

 
9. It is wise to add a strip of fabric or felt to the inside brow of the shako. The thickness of the strip 
can be varied to suit individual head sizes. 
 
10. Make pom pom (optional) and fix to soft wire and push through small hole cut in top of skako 
at the front and stick to inner side. 
  

Simon Morse 

Publicity Officer 
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Riding the Waves  

Marines of the Civil War 

By the middle 1850`s Congress had          
considered disbanding the Marine Corps to 
save money; a decision the Navy fought as 
they were needed to maintain order aboard 

ship, as well as for boarding parties. 
Marineôs regulation uniform was a short sky 
blue jacket and sky blue trousers. The most 
distinguishing feature for the marine uniform 
was the white leather cross belts holding the 
cartridge box and bayonet, with an brass oval 
adjusting plate on the front.  

In  1859 the      

uniform for the 
USMC changed 
considerably apart 
from full dress 
uniform with shako 
remained the same 
until 1875.     
Regulations stated 

t h a t  u n d r e s s     
uniform in 1859 
will be a standard 
frock coat made 
with a red welt 
around the bottom 

of the collar and seven buttons, each button 
had thirteen stars across the top and the 

American eagle       carrying an anchor by its 
fluke which is the longest serving design of 
button to this day in the United States. 
The new arms for the USMC were the      
rifled .58 Cal M1855 Maynard priming tape 
musket from the Harpers Ferry Arsenal. These 
muskets were thought to have been as       
accurate as the 1861 Springfield, although 
their only downfall was the unfavorable tape 

priming system which often misfired due to 
the roll of caps being damp; this was later 
overcome by placing a percussion cap on the 
nipple. Its other curious addition was a patch 
box on the butt though it had no official use 
apart from decoration. It was not to be until 

1864 that the Marines had started to be issued 
with the M1863 Springfield Musket. 
Enlisted menôs shirts were blue, though some 
still wore the red flannel shirts from the 1850s 

regulation. A smock style fatigue sack made 
of dark blue flannel with five buttons on was 
used for fatigue duties aboard ships too. 
NCOôs chevrons were to change taking the 
army design but wearing them points up, these 
were yellow on a red background, though the 
reason for wearing points up is a mystery. 
Neck stocks were always worn in full dress 

but very rarely in undress uniform unless it 
was at the Captainôs pleasure aboard ship. 
In 1830 Naval Regulations stated that Marine 
officers will be subordinate to their naval 
counterpart, also Regulations stated that army 
officers could only control USMC by an order 
from the president. Such an order was given 
when Robert E. Lee stormed the fire engine 

house at Harpers Ferry in 1859 at the head of 
a marine contingent. 
A US Marines life aboard ship was described 
in the diaries of Henry O. Gusley, a marine 
serving on a former Staten Island Ferry from 
New York called the USS Clifton which   
operated in the Gulf of Mexico. The Clifton 
had a Marine detachment of 10 men. The 

berths assigned to them were described as 
being 2 foot 6 inches high and very cramped, 
like their counterparts on land when they were 
not engaged in operational duties life was 
often very monotonous for a marine. When on 
duty he stood guard for two hours followed by 
six hours rest, then stood guard for another 
two hours before resting for eight hours.   
Fatigue duties were often to help coal the ship 

and the Clifton would take at least a day and a 
halfôs work when the bunkers were empty. 
When not on duty a marine had to be good 
with a needle and thread, and a fine polisher 
of brass so he would not be caught out on a 
spot inspection.  

1850s Marine  Uniform 



OBITUARY    Roger Zwarycz, 1952 -2009  
It is with great sadness I must inform you of 
the death of another of our brethren, Roger 
Zwarycz,  on 12th January 2009. 
 
Roger was 56 and came from Long Eaton 
in Nottingham.  He was a lifetime a member 
of ACWS, and had served as commander 
of the 32nd Virginia, Battalion Commander, 
and Confederate Army Commander. In his 
later years he spent his time as a sutler. 
 
It is safe to say that all the committee and  
indeed all membership of Soskan send 
�W�K�H�L�U�����K�H�D�U�W�I�H�O�W���F�R�Q�G�R�O�H�Q�F�H�V���W�R���E�R�W�K���5�R�J�H�U�¶�V��
family and friends. 
 
Roger may be gone, but his spirit will 
go marching on... 
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When in port other pastimes would include 
fishing and swimming. The food described on 
board the Clifton were Mondays,        
Wednesdays, and Fridays- Pork with Beans 

(sometimes with pickles); then on Tuesdays 
and Saturdays- Salt Beef with Duff pudding. 
Thursdays and Sundays their fayre was     
Preserved Meat, Rice, Mixed Vegetables with 
Butter, and on Christmas day it was recorded 
that they had donuts. 
The Clifton was captured in the engagement 
of Sabine Pass in 1863, being boarded by 

Texans.  Henry O, Gusley wrote how the  
Confederate officers allowed them to take any 
clothing before leaving the ship to see the war 
out in a prison camp. After the war he suffered 
from a stomach disorder thought to have been 
caused by his time as a P.O.W.  He died in 
1884 at the age of forty seven.            
On the outset of the War in 1861 Congress 

increased the Marine Corps to 3,074 enlisted 
men and 93 officers, but during the war the 
Corps strength did not exceed 3,900 being 
spread out on the ever increasing Navy. The 
main operational duty for the marines aboard 
ship were to keep order within the ships   
company, this had dated back to around 1775 

when the officers had to be protected from an 
uncertain ships company which often had 
been pressed in to service or signed on at a 
dubious port. By the war of 1812 duties    

extended to making up the ships guns, where 
there were insufficient sailors to man the      
32-pounders or broadside guns.  

By the time of the Civil War marines were 
being assigned to a gun, often the large pivot 

gun on the fore or aft were manned by a   
detachment of marines. This often led to fierce 
competition in training between the sailors 
and marines to see who could run their gun 
out first. 
 
Continued on page 27 

Marines and sailors practice their gun drill 


